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1. Introduction 

The Brother Group is actively working to acquire environmental labels across the world. The 

requirements for each environmental label include matters that we must ask suppliers to take action on. 

These Requirements and Standards have been created for the purpose of appropriate communication 

with our suppliers. We very much appreciate your understanding of the details of this document and 

your cooperation. 

 

2. Requirements and Standards 

These Requirements and Standards have been created based on the requirements of the environmental 

labels obtained by the Brother Group. 

(1) Suppliers may be requested to issue a certificate, or provide related materials and data, for items for 

which compliance is requested. 

(2) The Brother Group may make inquiries based on the measurement results of parts and materials 

that are sampled and measured internally. 

(3) Furthermore, in order to ensure continuous compliance with the environmental labels, depending 

on the results of inquiries, etc., the Brother Group may conduct an audit. 

(4) The Brother Group Green Procurement Standards may contain stricter standards. In these cases, 

comply with the Brother Group Green Procurement Standards. 

 

The target environmental labels are as follows: 

Environmental label name Country/Region 

・ Blue Angel Germany, Europe 

・ Eco Mark Japan 

・ Nordic Swan Five northern European countries, including Denmark and Iceland 

・ EPEAT 1.0, EPEAT 2.0 USA 

・ Korea Eco-Label South Korea 

・ Ten Circles Mark China 

・ Green Mark Taiwan 

・ Eco Choice Aotearoa New Zealand 

* Target environmental labels may change in the future. 

 

3. Scope 

These Requirements and Standards apply to all suppliers who provide parts and materials for use in 

Printing & Solutions Business products. 
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4. Definitions of Terms 

(1) Environmental Labels 

Out of the three types of environmental labels—eco-labels (formerly Type I), self-declared 

environmental claims (formerly Type II), and environmental product declarations (formerly Type 

III)—standardized by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), this refers to eco-

labels (formerly Type I) that are managed by national independent third-party organizations and 

reviewed and certified based on set product classifications and decision criteria 

(2) Printing & Solutions Business Products 

Imaging equipment products, such as printers, multifunction devices, fax machines, label writers, 

label printers, and scanners 

(3) Casing Parts 

Parts that form an outer cover to protect equipment from environmental effects, and to protect 

users from moving parts, parts that generate heat, parts that emit light, or parts that are electrified 

(4) Risk Phrases 

Out of classification numbers that indicate the nature of the risks of hazardous chemicals 

established by the European Union (EU), this refers to classifications under EU CLP Regulation 

(5) Key Components 

Key components as defined below (a to d): 

a) Main printed circuit board, 

b) Integrated circuits: Central processing units (CPUs), solid state drives (SSDs), hard disk 
drives (HDDs), random access memory (RAM), graphic processing unit (GPUs), 

c) Power supply units, and 

d) Display panels. 
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5. Requests to Suppliers of Parts 

5.1. Common Matters for All Brother Suppliers 

(1) Do not use parts in excess of the cadmium standard, even if exemptions based on the EU RoHS 

Directive have been applied. However, items for which exemption will end within one year are 

excluded. 

(2) Disclose (share via chemSHERPA) the standardized numbers (e.g., CAS RN®, EC, and MITI) and 

concentrations of all chemical substances included in parts and materials used in products. 

 

5.2. Electric and Electronic Components 

5.2.1. Key Components 

(1) Suppliers are requested to implement either of the following measures (a or b) at facilities that 

manufacture designated key component parts. 

a) Obtain third-party certification to ISO 50001, or 

b) Improve energy performance in accordance with either Option 1, 2, or 3 below. 

i. Option 1 

Annual past facility energy performance improvement of at least 2.5% calculated as the 

change in average annual facility energy performance over a period of the most recent 

three to five years. Energy performance improvement shall be demonstrated by 

providing an ENERGY STAR Challenge for Industry Statement of Energy Improvement 

using the measurement and verification method per Annex A.1, A.2.a, and that is 

verified by a Qualified Auditor per Annex A.3. 

ii. Option 2 

Annual past facility energy performance improvement of at least 2.5% calculated as the 

change in average annual facility energy performance over a period of the most recent 

three to five years. Energy performance improvement shall be demonstrated by 

documentation of energy performance improvement showing energy savings 

calculations, using an Accepted Measurement and Verification Method per Annex A.1, 

A.2.b.i, or Annex A.2.b.ii, and that is verified by a Qualified Auditor per Annex A.3. 

Where the supplier has data indicating that relevant variables significantly affect energy 

performance (e.g., production or weather), the organization is required to normalize 

energy performance to those relevant variables. 

iii. Option 3 

Third-party certification to ANSI/MSE 50028-1: Superior Energy Performance 50001 

Program – Additional Requirements for Energy Management System, or a nationally 

adopted equivalent program, and average annual facility energy performance 

improvement of at least 1.0% per year over a period of 12 to 36 months, are allowable. 
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*For Annex A.1, A.2 and A.3., refer to annexes to the EPEAT 2.0 Climate Change 

Mitigation Criteria、May 16, 2023 (Interim Corrections May 15, 2025). 

 

*URL for annexes: https://globalelectronicscouncil.org/wp-content/ 

uploads/EPEAT_CCM_2023-Interim-Corrections-May-2025.pdf 
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5.2.2. Display Panels 

(1) Please have a certificate issued to denote that a control unit has been installed and is being operated 

to collect or destroy fluorinated gases generated during the manufacture of flat panel displays. 

(2) Do not add mercury or its compounds as formulation components to light sources, including light 

sources for scanning and backlights for control panels, used by the products. 

5.2.3. PCBs 

(1) Do not use any of the following in the substrates used as components of PCBs. 

 Polybrominated Biphenyls (PBBs) 

 Polybrominated diphenyl ether (PBDEs) 

 Decabromodiphenyl ether 

 Chlorinated paraffins (CPs) 

5.2.4. Batteries 

(1) The batteries contained in products should not have more than 0.0005 percent mercury (Hg) by 

weight, 0.002 percent cadmium (Cd) by weight, or 0.004 percent lead (Pb) by weight (in 

compliance with EU Battery Directive). 

5.2.5. External Power Cables 

(1) The total amount of the following 16 types of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) should 

not exceed 200 mg/kg in plastics used in cables.  

 Naphthalene 

 Acenaphthylene 

 Acenaphthene 

 Fluorene 

 Phenanthrene 

 Anthracene 

 Fluoranthene 

 Pyrene 

 Chrysene 

 Benzo[a]anthracene 

 Benzo[b]fluoranthene 

 Benzo[k]fluoranthene 

 Benzo[e]pyrene 

 Dibenzo[a,h]anthracene 

 Indeno[1,2,3-cd] pyrene 

 Benzo[g,h,i]perylene 
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5.3. Plastic Parts 

5.3.1. Product Bodies 

5.3.1.1. All Parts 

(1) Do not use any of the following substances. 

 Tributyltin Compounds (TBT) 

 Triphenyltin Compounds (TPT) 

5.3.1.2. All Casing Parts 

(1) Do not use any of the following substances. 

 Decabromodiphenyl ether 

 Chlorinated paraffins (CPs) 

5.3.1.3. Parts with a Weight of 25 g or More 

(1) Parts should not contain 0.1% (1000 ppm) or more of the following halogens by unit of weight. 

The following halogens should not be intentionally added to the pellet material or during molding. 

Parts containing 25% or more of post consumer recycled (PCR) plastics should not contain 0.5% 

(5000 ppm) or more of these halogens by unit of weight. However, the following are excluded from 

this requirement: PCBs, cables, wires, fans, and plastic parts (excluding external casings) that 

contain brominated or chlorinated flame retardants to comply with required fire safety standards, 

and which cannot achieve the required material characteristics and performance by using other 

non-halogenated flame retardants, as well as electronic components of PCBs. 

・ Chlorine 

・ Bromine 

(2) Do not use any of the following plasticizers. 

 Bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) 

 Dibutyl phthalate (DBP) 

 Butyl benzyl phthalate (BBP) 

 Diisononyl phthalate 

 Diisodecyl phthalate 

 Di-n-octyl phthalate 

(3) Provide any of the following data that identifies the minimum percentage of recycled material 

content or biomass-derived material content in the material used. 

・ Third-party certification that shows that the material is recycled material (e.g., ULE 2809-2 

or SCS Global Services, Recycled Content Standard v7.0, ISCC PLUS for biobased content) 

・ Self-declarations of suppliers 

i. Using prescribed template (obtain the latest version from the Centralized 

Procurement Dept. of the Brother Group 

ii. Applied standard in the case of biomass material (e.g., ISCC PLUS) 
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5.3.2. Plastic Casing Parts with a Weight of 25 g or More Used for Product Bodies and Cartridges, and 

Plastic and Rubber Parts with a Weight of 25 g or Less Used for Control Panel Keys and Buttons 

(1) The following halogen-containing polymers and organic halogen compounds should each be less 

than 0.1% (1000 ppm) by unit of weight. 

 Bromine and chlorine derived from brominated flame retardants (BFRs), chlorinated 

flame retardants (CFRs), or polyvinyl chloride (PVC), and organic halogen compounds 

used as flame retardants (up to 5000 ppm of organic fluorinated additives are allowed to 

be used for improving physical characteristics of plastic materials) 

 Hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD) 

 Decabromobiphenyl ether 

 Tetrabromobisphenol A 

 Tris(2-chloroethyl) phosphate 

 Short Chain Chlorinated Paraffins (SCCP) 

 Medium Chain Chlorinated Paraffins (MCCP) 

(2) Parts should not contain 0.1% (1000 ppm) or more by unit of weight of chemical substances that 

fall under one, or more than one, of the risk phrases shown in the table below, or combinations 

thereof. 

H350 Carcinogenicity 

H350i Concerns about carcinogenicity 

H340 Concerns about gene damage 

H360 Concerns about adverse effects on fertility or the unborn child 

H411 Strongly toxic to aquatic life, concerns about long-term adverse effects on 

aquatic environments 

* For the chemicals under each risk phrase, check EU CLP Regulation and any amendments as 

apply at the time of investigation. 

(3) Substances included in the so-called “list of candidates” in accordance with Article 59 of the 

REACH Regulation. The version of the list of candidates shall always be the latest version 

available. For substances on the list of candidates, a general limit value of 1000ppm or a stricter 

value – calculated based on a classification in accordance with the hazard classes in the CLP 

Regulation – must be observed.   

5.3.3. Product Cases, Various Buttons, and Power Cables 

(1) Do not use any of the following polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). (If total content exceeds 

20 mg/kg, please investigate the cause and reduce the content.) 

 Benzo[a]pyrene 

(2) Do not use any of the 16 types of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) shown in section 5.2.5 

(1). (If total content exceeds 200 mg/kg, please investigate the cause and reduce the content.)  
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5.3.4. Cartridges 

5.3.4.1. All Parts 

(1) Do not use any of the following substances. 

 Chlorinated paraffins (CPs) 

5.3.4.2. All Casing Parts (Also refer to section 5.3.2 for information on cartridge casing parts with a 

weight of 25 g or more) 

(1) Do not use any of the following substances. 

 Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) 
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5.4. Metal Parts 

5.4.1. Parts and Materials Using Aluminum, Magnesium, Iron, or Their Alloys, with a Weight of 25 g 

or More 

(1) For parts and materials using aluminum, magnesium, iron, or their alloys, with a weight of 25 g or 

more, other than those in the Excluded Parts and Materials List below, provide any of the following 

data that identifies the minimum percentage of recycled material content in the material used. 

・ Third-party certification that shows that the material is recycled material (e.g., ULE 2809-2 

or SCS Global Services, Recycled Content Standard v7.0) 

・ Self-declarations of suppliers 

Using prescribed template (obtain the latest version from the Centralized Procurement Dept. 

of the Brother Group 

 

Excluded Parts and Materials List: Oxides, mineral compounds, platings, surface treatments, pigments, 

colorants, dopants, PCBs, labels, cables, electrical cords, connectors, PCB electronic components, 

optical components, ESD components, EMI components, batteries, AC adapters, fans, screws, bolts, 

nuts, washers, fasteners, OPC drums, magnetic rollers, image-forming ITBs 

 

If submission of the above data is not feasible, suppliers are requested to notify our Corporate 

Procurement Department. The need to apply this requirement will be individually assessed on a case-

by-case basis in consultation with our Corporate Procurement Department. 
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5.5. Toner and Ink Materials 

(1) Do not intentionally add any of the following chemical substances (a to f) as constituents of toner 

or ink. 

a) Chemical substances below that are listed in Annex VI Table 3 of EU CLP Regulation (EC) 

No 1272/2008 

H350, H350i, H351 Carcinogenic substances 

H340, H341 Mutagenic substances 

H360, H361 Reproductive toxicants 

H370, H371 Persistent bioaccumulative toxic substances 

H372, H373 Very persistent and very bioaccumulative substances 

b) Substances in the latest version of the list of SVHC based on Article 59 of the EU REACH 

Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 at the time of application 

c) Nickel and its compounds (provided that high molecular nickel compounds are excluded) 

d) Azo dyes that may release carcinogenic aromatic amines that are listed in Appendix 8 of 

Annex XVII of the EU REACH Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 

e) Insecticidal and bactericidal substances (Only substances listed in the list of active substances 

in Category 6 in Annex I of the EU Biocidal Products Regulation (EU) No 528/2012, or for 

which application for approval has been completed, may be used.) 

f) Titanium oxide (TiO2) in powder form (Intentionally added TiO2 with particle size of less than 

10 μm should be less than 1% of volume.) 

 

5.6. Photoconductors 

(1) Do not add cadmium, lead, mercury, selenium, or their compounds, as formulation components. 

(While cadmium, lead, and mercury content standards are defined in Annex I, they are prohibited 

in these stricter Requirements and Standards.) 
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5.7. Packaging Materials 

5.7.1. All Packaging Materials 

(1) Do not intentionally use lead, cadmium, hexavalent chromium, or mercury, but also ensure that the 

total content of lead, cadmium, hexavalent chromium, and mercury in total in each part are 100 

ppm or less. 

(2) Do not intentionally add any ortho-phthalates. In addition, the total concentration of all ortho-

phthalates listed in the EU RoHS Directive and Annex XIV (authorized substances) of the REACH 

Regulations should be a maximum of 500 ppm. 

(3) Do not intentionally add polyvinyl chloride, including polyvinylidene. In addition, the total 

concentration of polyvinyl chloride included in packaging components should be a maximum of 

100 ppm by chlorine weight ratio. 

5.7.2. Plastic Packaging Materials 

(1) Plastic materials to be used as plastic packaging materials should not contain organic halogen 

compounds. 

(2) Do not use chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) or hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) as foaming agents 

in plastic packaging. 

5.7.3. Paper-Based Packaging Materials 

(1) Do not use chlorine (Cl2) to bleach unused or reused fibers used for product packaging. 

(2) The recycled pulp-blending ratio in paper-based packaging materials should be a minimum of 50% 

in cardboard and 80% in paperboard. 

 

5.8. Enclosed Printed Items 

(1) Bookbinding should be in a form that does not prevent the recycling of used paper. Chlorine (Cl2) 

should not be used in the pulp bleaching process for paper, and paper should have a recycled pulp-

blending ratio of at least 30%. 
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6. Reference: Table of Environmental Label Applicability 

○: Applicable  △: Partially applicable  (blank): Not applicable 

Parts and Materials Paragraph Blue 
Angel 

Eco 
Mark EPEAT 

Ten 
Circle 
Mark 

Others 

5.1 Common Matters for All Brother Suppliers       
5.1- Common Matters for All Brother Suppliers (1)   〇   
5.1- Common Matters for All Brother Suppliers (2)   〇   
5.2 Electric and Electronic Components       
5.2.1- Key Components (1)   〇   
5.2.2- Display Panels (1)   〇   
5.2.2- Display Panels (2)  〇 〇   
5.2.3-PCBs (1) 〇   〇  
5.2.4-Batteries (1)  〇    
5.2.5-External Power Cables (1)    〇  
5.3 Plastic Parts       
5.3.1-Product Bodies 5.3.1.1- All Parts (1)    〇  
 5.3.1.2- All Casing Parts (1) 〇   〇  
 5.3.1.3- Parts with a 

Weight of 25 g or More (1) △  〇   

 5.3.1.3- Parts with a 
Weight of 25 g or More (2)    〇  

 5.3.1.3- Parts with a 
Weight of 25 g or More (3)   〇   

5.3.2-Products, Cartridges, and Keys and Buttons (1) 〇 〇 〇   
5.3.2- Products, Cartridges, and Keys and Buttons (2) 〇 〇    
5.3.2- Products, Cartridges, and Keys and Buttons (3) 〇 〇    
5.3.3-Products, Various Buttons, and Power Cables (1)    〇  
5.3.3- Products, Various Buttons, and Power Cables (2)    〇  
5.3.4- Cartridges 5.3.4.1- All Parts (1)    〇  
 5.3.4.2- All Casing Parts (1)    〇  
5.4 Metal Parts       
5.4-Aluminum, Magnesium, or Iron with a Weight of 
25 g or More (1)   〇   

5.5 Toner and Ink Materials        
5.5- Toner and Ink Materials (1)-a 〇 〇    
5.5- Toner and Ink Materials (1)-b 〇 〇    
5.5- Toner and Ink Materials (1)-c 〇 〇    
5.5- Toner and Ink Materials (1)-d 〇 〇    
5.5- Toner and Ink Materials (1)-e 〇 〇    
5.5- Toner and Ink Materials (1)-f 〇 〇    
5.6 Photoconductors       
5.6- Photoconductors (1) 〇 〇    
5.7 Packaging Materials       
5.7.1- All Packaging Materials (1)   〇   
5.7.1- All Packaging Materials (2)   〇   
5.7.1- All Packaging Materials (3)   〇   
5.7.2-Plastic Packaging Materials (1) 〇 〇    
5.7.2-Plastic Packaging Materials (2)  〇    
5.7.3-Paper-Based Packaging Materials (1)   〇   
5.7.3-Paper-Based Packaging Materials (2) 〇  〇   
5.8 Enclosed Printed Items       
5.8-All Enclosed Printed Items (1)  〇    
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7. Revision History 

Date Details Remarks 

2021/9/24 New (version 1)  

2026/8/7 Revision 

(version 2) 

Main changes as follows (in red): 

・EPEAT 1.0 standard 

[Added] Category: Displays Panels 

[Added] Category: Photoconductors 

[Changed] Corrected notations: Biocidal products in ink 

・EPEAT 2.0 standard 

[Added] Category: Electric and Electronic Components 

[Added] Category: Metal Parts 

[Added] Category: Batteries 

[Added] Recycled percentage evidence: Plastic Parts, Metal 

Parts 

[Changed] Category: Plastic Parts (classifications subdivided) 

[Changed] Category: Plastic Parts (flame retardants changed) 

[Changed] Category: Packaging Materials (classifications 

subdivided) 

・Definitions of Terms 

[Added] Key Components 

・Old requirements removed 

[Moved] PCBs, Liquid Crystal Panels, External Power Cables 

・Table of Environmental Label Applicability added 

・Other minor wording/notations corrected and unified 

   

 


