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1. Purpose 

In accordance with the Environmental Policy, the Brother Group conducts forward-looking and 

ongoing initiatives to ensure every aspect of its corporate activities is environmentally friendly, with 

the aim of creating a sustainable society. 

As part of these efforts, the Brother Group has established these Standards to facilitate the 

procurement of paper products giving due consideration to the use of forest resources without illegal 

logging or ecosystem destruction, and also to the human rights of the local indigenous and workers. 

 

2. Paper Product Procurement Policy 

    As a company that uses forest resources, the Brother Group considers it important to avoid any 

negative impact on the natural environment and local communities through its business activities. 

Accordingly, it sets forth a paper product procurement policy as follows. 

 

The Brother Group procures paper products which comply with the following five items. 

 

(1) Conventions, international laws and regulations, social norms, and the laws and regulations at the 

place of production of forest resources is observed. 

(2) The human rights of local residents and indigenous population at the place of production of forest 

resources is respected. Human rights as defined by international norms is respected, occupational 

health and safety are maintained, and the human rights of workers are protected. 

(3) Appropriate land use and forest management toward "zero deforestation" is conducted. 

(4) Due diligence is performed at each company to clarify the absence of any serious destruction of 

the natural environment and human rights infringement. 

(5) Relevant information regarding the activities and management from manufacturing to use of paper 

products is disclosed, so that the traceability can be verified. 

 

3. Scope 

In accordance with the policy stated above, these standards apply to the paper products made with forest 

resources as raw materials that are shipped outside of the Brother Group. 

For example, parts and secondary materials made with forest resources as the main raw materials and 

shipped together with products, as well as paper products and other consumables (special paper, labels, 

paper stickers, instruction manuals, product packing paper, packing tape, cushioning, etc.) 

 

4． Definition of Terms 

- Certified paper: Paper certified by a third party as being made with raw materials sourced from a 

properly managed forest 

(Examples: FSC® certified paper, PEFC certified paper) 

- FSC® certification system： A system in which a third-party organization reviews whether a forest 

is managed according to the “proper forest management” standards of the Forest Stewardship Council® 

(FSC®), and grants certification accordingly 

- Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC)：  An international forest 

certification system operated through the mutual recognition of forest certification systems developed 

in each region, based on intergovernmental process standards. In Japan, the Sustainable Green 

Ecosystem Council (SGEC) has a mutual recognition agreement with PEFC. 

- UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP): A UN declaration on the rights 

of indigenous peoples for protecting their tradition, culture, and customs  

- Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention （ILO Convention 169）： A convention established by 

the International Labour Organization (ILO) concerning indigenous and tribal peoples 

- High Conservation Value (HCV)： A term designating areas with high conservation value. Generally 

refers to a nature reserve, habitat of rare species of wildlife, etc. 

- High Carbon Stock (HCS)： A term designating a forest that holds large stores of carbon. HCS 

forests need to be conserved from the viewpoint of carbon stored in trees. 

- Ecosystem services： Benefits provided by an ecosystem based on biodiversity, such as food and 
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water supplies and a stable climate 

- Genetic, species, and ecosystem diversity： An all-encompassing concept of biodiversity. The term 

refers to the rich diversity of the animal, plant, and microbial species on earth, their genetic diversity, 

and the diversity of various ecosystems in each region. 

- Volatile organic compounds (VOCs)： VOCs turn into a primary causative agent of photochemical 

oxidants and suspended particulate matter through atmospheric photochemical reactions. 

- Elemental Chlorine-Free (ECF) paper： Refers to pulp (one of the raw materials of paper) bleached 

with ozone, chlorine dioxide, hydrogen peroxide, or other agent instead of chlorine gas. Paper is 

primarily made with wood pulp (fiber) as a raw material, and chlorine (Cl2) was used in the past as a 

bleaching agent when turning raw wood material into pulp. However, ever since it was revealed that 

residual chlorine on paper generates toxic dioxins when burned under certain conditions, chlorine-

bleached paper has been gradually replaced with ECF paper. 

- Red List： A list that identifies wildlife species threatened with extinction. 

- Waste paper： Waste paper refers to newspaper, magazines, paperboard, cardboard, and other forms 

of paper for recycling. 

- Requirements: Items that the Brother Group requires suppliers to comply with 

- Requests: Items that the Brother Group requests suppliers to comply with 
 

 

5． Request to Suppliers 

Suppliers are expected to understand the Brother Group’s Environmental Policy and Paper Product 

Procurement Policy, and meet the following four requirements. 

 

 <<Requirements>> 

- Provide products and parts that meet "5.1 Paper Product Procurement Standards." 

- If "5.1 Paper Product Procurement Standards" are not met, promptly create and implement an 

improvement plan, and report the results. 

- When requested by the Brother Group to submit evidence for meeting "5.1 Paper Product Procurement 

Standards" for products and parts to be supplied, submit it without delay. 

- Cooperation in submitting the attached “Confirmation of Compliance Form” regarding the “Brother 

Group Paper Product Procurement Standards”. Please submit this form at the beginning of the 

transaction and every three years after the transaction begins. 

 

5.1 Paper Product Procurement Standards 

Suppliers shall procure paper products that conform to "2. Paper Product Procurement Policy." 

Paper products that conform to "2. Paper Product Procurement Policy" are the paper products that meet 

any of the following.  

 

(a) FSC® certified paper or PEFC certified paper (including paper mutually recognized under PEFC) 

(b) Paper of suppliers and paper raw material manufacturers which fall under a procurement policy that 

conforms to "2. Paper Product Procurement Policy." 

(c) Paper which meets the following check list. 

(d) Paper which can prove that it meets the Paper Product Procurement Policy other than items  

(a) to (c). 

 

<Check list> 

* The following check list is for confirming that the paper meets the Paper Product Procurement 

Standards (c). 

The check items were created with reference to the standards for FSC® and PEFC certified paper. 

 

[Check items regarding (1) compliance with laws & regulations, and social norms] 

・Compliance with laws for sustainable forest management 

All laws, international conventions, and agreements ratified by a country or region shall be observed. 

These include laws, etc. concerning the execution of forest management; protection and conservation 
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of forest ecosystems; land and forest use rights; health, labor, and safety issues; and tax systems and 

other aspects of forest management. 

 

・Rights of indigenous peoples 

 The legal and traditional rights of indigenous peoples concerning land, territory, and resources that 

are owned by them, as well as those that are impacted by forest management, shall be identified and 

respected. 

 

・Rights and work environment of workers 

Based on the eight fundamental ILO Conventions, the fundamental principles and rights at work 

stipulated in the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work (1998) shall be upheld. 

 

・Education of forest managers 

In implementing forest management plans, etc., proper training and guidance shall be provided to 

employees and contractors on forest management, occupational safety, and biodiversity. 

 

[Check items regarding (3) appropriate land use and forest management toward "zero deforestation"] 

・Proper management of “zero deforestation” 

Products shall not be sourced from plantations converted and developed from High Conservation Value 

(HCV) and High Carbon Stock (HCS) areas or peat marshes. 

 

・Conservation of biodiversity 

The ecosystem services and environmental value of managed sections shall be maintained, conserved, 

and/or restored, and negative impacts on the environment shall be avoided, improved, or reduced. 

 

・Relationship with local communities 

The use rights concerning the legal, conventional, and traditional properties and resources of local 

communities shall be respected. 

 

・Maintenance and enhancement of social and economic benefits 

To revitalize the local economy, the diverse range of forest products and benefits based on the various 

resources and ecosystem services that exist in managed sections shall be identified, produced, and used, 

or their production and use shall be deemed possible, and remains of cultural and historical importance 

and forests of high resource and social value shall be protected.  

 

・Formulation of management plan and policy 

The owners and managers of land and forest resources shall be clearly identified, applicants shall have 

the legal rights and capabilities to manage the forests, and their management, execution, and 

improvement policies shall be in place. 

 

・Performance of management activities 

The impact on the conservation of soil and water resources shall be identified in advance, and efforts 

shall be made to minimize negative impacts on forest management plans and implementation processes. 

Based on the formulation of a forest management plan and its implementation and monitoring results, 

the economic, social, and ecological impacts shall be properly assessed, and an ongoing cycle of 

improving forest management shall be established. In addition, a system for properly implementing this 

shall be in place. 

 

[Check items regarding (4) implementation of due diligence at each company, and (5) traceability 

verification and information disclosure] 

・Monitoring/traceability and information disclosure 

Traceability shall be regularly verified, including monitoring to assess impact as the implementation 

status of management plans. During these verifications, the absence of any negative impact on the 

natural environment, local communities, or elsewhere shall be ascertained. The monitoring results shall 
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be reflected in the implementation and revision of management plans, and revisions shall be made as 

necessary. While confidentiality of information shall be respected with regard to forest management 

plans and monitoring results, their overview shall be made public as a general rule. 

 

 

6. Other Requests and Requirements 

In consideration of the safety and environmental impact of paper manufacturing processes, the Brother 

Group has set forth requests and requirements related to paper manufacturing. Suppliers shall fulfill the 

following requests and requirements. 

<< Requirements:>> 

・Observe laws, regulations, and requirements related to Brother Group products 

* Particularly laws and regulations related to import and export 

<Requests> 

・Use ECF paper 

・Use environmentally friendly prints, such as those using VOC-free ink 

・Avoid attaching a resin film to or coating the surface of paper prints as much as possible 

 

(Reference) 

Laws, regulations, and systems related to these Standards are listed below. 

 

◆Forest certification standards 

- FSC® certification standards (Japanese) 

 

◆FSC® forest certification system （Does not tolerate the following acts as a principle of forest 

management） 

a) Illegal logging, or illegal trade of wood or forest products 

b) Infringement of traditional rights and human rights in forest management 

c) Destruction of High Conservation Value (HCV) areas in forest management  

d) Significant conversion of land use from forest to plantation or non-forest use 

e) Introduction of genetically modified organisms in forest management 

f) Violation of the core labor standards of the International Labour Organization （ILO） 

 

◆FSC® Controlled Wood:  

Controlled Wood refers to wood that is not a certified material but has been verified as not belonging 

to any of the five wood categories not accepted by FSC®, or as being unlikely to belong to any of these 

categories.  

 

◆Laws and regulations  

- EU Timber Regulation 

A regulation of the European Parliament and European Council that stipulates the obligations of 

businesses that place wood and wood products on the market. 

This regulation prohibits the placement of illegally logged wood and products made from illegally 

logged wood on the EU market. It also requires businesses that place wood and wood products on the 

market to conduct surveys and due diligence each year on the tree species and logging sites of the raw 

wood material of wood products, so that illegally logged wood does not enter the market. Paper products 

are included among the wood products that this regulation applies to. 

 

- EU Deforestation Regulation 

This regulation is intended to prevent deforestation and requires the collection of even more detailed 

information, such as tree species and logging sites, than the EU Timber Regulation. It requires the 

performance of due diligence and collection of evidence aimed at preventing deforestation. 

 

- Illegal Logging Prohibition Act (Australia) 

This law controls the trade of illegally logged wood, etc. in Australia (equivalent to the EU Timber 
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Regulation). It prohibits the placement of illegally logged wood and products manufactured from 

illegally logged wood on the Australian market. It also requires businesses that place wood and wood 

products on the market to conduct surveys and due diligence each year on the tree species and logging 

sites of the raw wood material of wood products, so that illegally logged wood does not enter the market. 

Paper products are included among the wood products that this regulation applies to. 

 

- Act on Promoting the Distribution and Use of Legally Harvested Wood and Wood Products (“Clean 

Wood Act”) (Japan) 

A Japanese law concerning the promotion of the distribution and use of legally logged wood, etc. 

Businesses that deal in wood and wood products, including furniture, paper, and other goods made from 

wood, must make an effort to verify the legality of all wood and wood products, regardless of whether 

they are intended to serve public sector or private sector demand. 
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